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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
MIDDLE DISTRICT 

 
 
IN RE: CHARLES ALEXANDER, PRO SE, 
AND CARRIS KOCHER, PRO SE, 
GREGORY STENSTROM, PRO SE, AND 
JOHN PROCTOR CHILD, 
 
   Petitioners 
 
 
  v. 
 
 
DELAWARE COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS, ET AL., 
 
   Respondents 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

No. 49 MM 2025 
 
 
 

 
 

ORDER 
 
 

PER CURIAM         FILED: May 1, 2025 

Pro se applicant Gregory Stenstrom challenges this Court’s earlier per curiam 

order in which we summarily denied the emergency petition for relief in an election matter 

filed by applicant and three co-petitioners.  See Order, 49 MM 2025, 4/22/25.  He argues 

our order is invalid and ultra vires because it was neither signed by a Justice of this Court 

nor accompanied by an explanation or opinion.  Applicant presumes this means the 

Prothonotary’s Office, which stamped and signed our order to certify it as “a true copy,” 

improperly delegated to itself the authority to deny the petition on our behalf.  This 

regularly recurring argument is frivolous, and we take this opportunity to explain why this 

is so, for the benefit of the bench, bar, and, perhaps most importantly, pro se litigants who 

raise the claim most often. 
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The heart of the problem is applicant’s basic misunderstanding of the nature and 

effect of a per curiam ruling.  “Per curiam” is a Latin phrase that literally translates to “by 

the court.”  A per curiam decision is unsigned because, as its translation suggests, it is 

intended to be institutional rather than individual — it is attributable to the court as an 

entity, not any single jurist.  In short, when an appellate court in this Commonwealth rules 

per curiam, whether in the form of an order or an opinion, that necessarily means it is 

“attributed to the entire panel of judges who” considered the matter, even though it is “not 

signed by any particular judge on the panel.”  BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY (12th ed. 2024) 

(“per curiam”).1 

The ability to issue a ruling per curiam is a critical tool for any appellate court and 

serves many ends, not least of which is judicial efficiency.  But the critical point is that a 

per curiam decision, though unsigned, still represents the collective judgment of the whole 

appellate body.  Consider our own publicly codified Internal Operating Procedures (IOPs).  

See 210 Pa. Code §§63.1-63.13.  They explain that to act on a petition like the one we 

previously denied in this matter, “[a] vote of the majority [of the participating Justices] is 

required to implement the proposed disposition.”  210 Pa. Code §63.7(B).  This confirms 

that, unless otherwise indicated,2 every Justice on this Court carefully considers and 

 
1 Of course, individual jurists may concur with and/or dissent from per curiam decisions 
to the same extent as signed decisions.  See, e.g., infra note 2. 
2 See, e.g., 210 Pa. Code §63.5(B) (“All orders resolving a non-capital direct appeal shall 
indicate if a Justice did not participate in the consideration or decision of the matter.”; “A 
Justice may request that the order record that he or she voted for a different disposition.”); 
id. at §63.7(B) (“Orders disposing of motions, petitions and applications shall indicate if a 
Justice did not participate in the consideration or decision of the matter.”; “A Justice may 
request that the order record that he or she voted for a different disposition.”); cf. id. at 
§63.7(D) (a single Justice under his or her own signature “may entertain and may grant 
or deny any request for relief which may under Pa.R.A.P. 123 or 3315 properly be sought 
by motion, except that a single Justice may not dismiss or otherwise determine an appeal 
or other proceeding”). 
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passes upon every matter resolved by way of per curiam order issued by this Court.3  See 

Tilghman, 673 A.2d at 904 (“a per curiam order . . . signifies this Court’s” decision) 

(emphasis added).  Indeed, that is exactly what occurred here. 

This leads to our second clarification, relating to the Office of the Prothonotary.  

Rule of Appellate Procedure 3112 establishes an “Office of the Prothonotary” for each of 

this Commonwealth’s appellate courts.  Pa.R.A.P. 3112.  By rule, each appellate court 

shall appoint a clerk of the court, known as the “Prothonotary,” who “shall serve at the 

pleasure of the court.”  Pa.R.A.P. 3111.  These appellate Prothonotaries, as well as their 

deputies and other duly authorized personnel and agents, are authorized to “exercise the 

power and perform the duties by law vested in and imposed upon” them and their offices, 

see Pa.R.A.P. 3112, including those established by this Court’s rules and IOPs.  For 

example, this Court’s Prothonotary is empowered by rule to “dispose of motions relating 

to the preparation, printing and filing of appendix and briefs and those motions generally 

relating to calendar control, along with the authority to recommend the appropriate 

sanction for the violation of any applicable rule or order.”  Pa.R.A.P. 3305.  Our IOPs 

similarly provide that “[p]rocedural motions (e.g., first requests for extension of time for 

not more than thirty days, requests to exceed page limits, and requests to proceed in 

forma pauperis) may be resolved by the Prothonotary without further action of the Court.”  

210 Pa. Code §63.7(A). 

Most relevant here, where applicant challenges the validity of our prior per curiam 

denial of the emergency petition for relief filed on our miscellaneous docket, is Section 7 

of this Court’s IOPs.  See 210 Pa. Code §63.7.  That IOP sets forth the Prothonotary’s 

 
3 For a fuller discussion on the use by appellate courts of per curiam orders and opinions 
to dispose of appeals (as opposed to motions, petitions, applications, and the like), 
including per curiam affirmances, reversals, and dismissals as improvidently granted, see 
Commonwealth v. Tilghman, 673 A.2d 898 (Pa. 1996). 
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duties with respect to docketing and assigning motions, miscellaneous petitions, and 

applications for relief.  As the IOP details, after docketing such a filing, the Prothonotary’s 

role is limited to assigning the matter within the Court.  See id. at §63.7(B).  The IOP 

makes clear, however, that it is this Court, and this Court alone, that ultimately acts on 

any such filing.  Again, it takes “[a] vote of the majority” of the participating Justices “to 

implement the proposed disposition.”  Id.  The Prothonotary and its employees take no 

part in those decisions, and they are not the authors of this Court’s per curiam orders.  

When an employee of the Prothonotary’s Office stamps or signs an order issued by this 

Court as “a true copy,” it is not intended to convey that the Office or employee unilaterally 

decided the matter in the Court’s stead.  On the contrary, it is a verification that the order 

is, indeed, a true copy of this Court’s decision.  Such certifications are not substantive 

or related to the merits of the filing in any way; they are merely a byproduct of the 

Prothonotary’s ministerial duties to maintain adequate records.  See, e.g., Pa.R.A.P. 3113 

(“The prothonotary shall keep, in conformity with law, a docket of matters pending and 

decided in the court, and such other records as may be required by law or necessary for 

the operation of the court.”). 

Because it is clear applicant’s challenge to our prior per curiam order is entirely 

frivolous, we DENY the Emergency Application for Relief to Strike Unlawful Per Curiam 

Denial.  The Emergency Application for Reconsideration and Clarification of Per Curiam 

Denial is DISMISSED AS MOOT.4 

 
4 Further frivolous filings with this Court may result in filing restrictions or other sanctions. 



��������	
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� !"##$#%����&''�(���(���)�*�+,-�).�/�-,����//�	��(�-,���0.-1##$2%����3/'.�4�
�	-�&''�(��1##$5%����3/'.�4�
�	-�6�-�-��	��)�.�&����(	7���)�&''�(�1��������������������������������####%����8�./��)�9�70/�	-�1�:0/;�.��)���'����-��;��8���
1###2%����&''�(���;<�&����(	7�1###5%����=�/��)�.�6�-�-��	�	+�)�.�&����(	7���)�&''�(�1###>%����?-(	
(.
��@�4�.	�	+�&����(	7���)�&''�(�1###A%������	-�	-��)�-,��6�-�-��	�)�.�&����(	7���)�&''�(�1###B%����&	���.�-��-,��6�-�-��	�)�.�&����(	7���)�&''�(�1##2#%����=.(	�/�����	��)�6('�.��-��(	
�&7-��	�;<�-,����0.-1##22%����&����(	7���)�&''�(��(	
�=.(	�/�����	��)�*�7�.
1##25%����9�	�(���)�&''�(�C�*�7�	��
�.(-��	1����������������D�������������������������������������������EFG���H����IIGJFK�JK�LM��NOPQ�MRLS�QPG��LSSLTUGJFQP��LERQ��VWX��YZ[\]�[̂�_̀a]b�cdef�g !"�Whh!e"f�ij�Wkl�Whh"W!�ij�id"�m hg"n"�oj gi�pgjn�Wk�jgq"g�jp�id"ojnnjkr"W!id�oj gi�"ki"g"q�eks���V#X��tkl�nWii"g�rdeud�rWf�jgevekW!!l�ujnn"ku"q�ek�id"�ojnnjkr"W!id�oj gi�Wkq�rdeud�qj"f�kjiujkfiei i"�Wk�Whh"W!�ij�id"�ojnnjkr"W!id�oj gi�pgjn�Wkjid"g�uj giw�W�qefigeui�x fieu"�jg�Wkjid"gvjy"gkn"ki� kei%���V2X��tkl�Whh"W!�pgjn�W�q"uefejk�jp�id"�zjWgq�jp�{ekWku"�Wkq��"y"k "%�V|X��}_[Z]~̀_]�[���\\]�ab�tk�Whh"W!�reidek�id"�fujh"�jp�f |qeyefejk�VWX�jp�idef�g !"�fdW!!�|"�iW�"kij�id"�m hg"n"�oj gi�ek�id"�nWkk"g�hg"fuge|"q�ek�odWhi"g���VWhh"W!f�pgjn�!jr"g�uj gifXw�"�u"hi�idWiep�id"�kjieu"�jp�Whh"W!�ef�igWkfneii"q�ij�id"��gjidjkjiWgl�jp�id"�ojnnjkr"W!id�oj gi�|l�n"Wkf�jp

���������������� �����������������

����������� ����



��������	��
�������
���������������������	��������	�����������	��
���������������	�	����	������������������������������������	����������������������	������������	 �������! ���������	���������������������������	�����	��
�	�����"�����	����������	��������	����������#����$%�&'�������	������(	����!
�#����$%))������������'���������(	��
�#����$%)*��������������!�������(	��
���������������	�����������	��������	��������������������"����������	��������������	��������������+�����������	�������	����!���������������	������	��������������������"����������	�������������	����������������	�������	�������������������	���������
���	������"��������,�����������������	������������'�����"�	����'�����	�����	����������������������"������������������	�	������	�	������	��������������������	��������	���	��������������������������	�	��������������	����	���������	�������	�����"���������	������	���	����������+�	���	��
���������	�������	����������������������������	�����	���	�������������������������������
���	�������������������	���"��������	�	�"	���	,��
�"������	�����	���������"������������,���-.//0123����������������	 �����	�������4���	�'����5��&�$��	�	������������'�����"�	����'���� ��+���������������	���	�������	��	�	��������4���	�'����5��&*$�� ��	"	�������	�����	���� ������	����4���	�'���5��6�)6�� �������������	�	�� �"�������������	�������"�7����� �89::;<<=>;�?@@;?A<��B�����	�������"������������������������������
�������!����������������������������	 �	��������	����
������	��	�����!	����	��	��	��	����������!����	����	����	�����������	��������	�����	����	�����"������������������������	��	�	����������������	�
��������������������"����������������	���!�C���������������	�	�������������������	���B�����	���������������������&�$����	���!����	�	������������'�����"�	����'���� ���������	�����������!������	�	������������������'������������'�����"�	����'�������������������'��������������������������������"���������	�	��������������"����������������������	���	����	���!����������������������������������������������	���D���������������� ������E�������F)*�4 �����������������������	�	� ��������	���	������	��	�	��������������������������	��������������	������������������������������������������	��������	�������	�������������������	�����+������������	��������	����������#����$%�&���������������������������� ��������������������������������	��������������	�	������	���"	��� �G.HIJ0���+����������������������������)��	������������!��K���������*
��F%$
�����������K���������*
�F%$
��$��	�L��$FF%D�	�����������������)
��))%
�����������K���������
��))%
�$%��	�L��6�6&D	������������������
��)�$
�����������M	��	����
��)�4
�6$��	�L��6%&&��N�����	������������!�����	�	���	������	��	!����4)%4FF �����4)%6)) �OHP0�QQRST�U/VI.WXY012�ZVV0[P\T�N��	��	�	�������������������	,�����������������'������������������)���	�	���	�������!�����������'�����"�	����'���� ����	��	���"���������������������������"�������������������	���"	������	�	���������������	���
������	�������	����������	�!�����������������	�
���������	����"����������	�	��"	���	,�����	��������!	�����	���	��������	��	�������������	���"	�������	�	��	���	�����������������������������'�����	���������������	�	��"	���	,������]�����	��̂������L	�������4���	�'����5��&�4�� �������������	�	�� ��N��	������	���	�����
�	�������������E�	������	�	��"����������!	�����	��	��	��"��������������������������������*��	��"���������������������	���"	�������	�	� �
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By Shohin Vance

By Francis G. Notarianni

The situation is all too familiar to many attorneys: after years of litigation,

you and your client have been handed a crushing defeat by one of

Pennsylvania's two intermediate appellate courts. Convinced that

Superior or Commonwealth Court, as the case may be, "got it all wrong,"

you want to take your case to the Supreme Court. But how do you

persuade the highest court in the commonwealth to take your case? Your

first instinct may be to hone in on what you perceive as the most glaring

legal errors. While that approach is often sound on direct appeal as of

right, it is unlikely to prove fruitful when seeking discretionary appellate

review. In fact, as we discuss below, persuading the Supreme Court to

take your case requires a unique—and sometime counterintuitive—type

of advocacy.

Above all else, a strong petition for allowance of appeal to the

Pennsylvania Supreme Court—or an allocatur petition—requires a deep

understanding of Rule 1114 of the Rules of Appellate Procedure. That rule,

which is the court's chief focus when examining allocatur petitions,

provides that discretionary review will be granted "only where there are

special and important reasons" and proceeds to list seven reasons for

granting an appeal:

the holding of the intermediate appellate court conflicts with

another intermediate appellate court opinion;

How to Draft an Effective Petition for
Allowance of Appeal
Persuading the Supreme Court to take your case requires a unique—and
sometime counterintuitive—type of advocacy.
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the holding of the intermediate appellate court conflicts with a

holding of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court or the United States

Supreme Court on the same legal question;

the question presented is one of first impression;

the question presented is one of such substantial public

importance as to require prompt and definitive resolution by the

Pennsylvania Supreme Court;

the issue involves the constitutionality of a statute of the

Commonwealth;

the intermediate appellate court has so far departed from

accepted judicial practices or so abused its discretion as to call for

the exercise of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court's supervisory

authority; or

the intermediate appellate court has erroneously entered an order

quashing or dismissing an appeal.

Pa.R.A.P. 1114(b). (That's right; the Rule 1114(b) factors are so important that

we block quoted them).

These factors—sometimes called "the allocatur criteria"—establish the

basic lens through which you should assess your case. In order to

convince the Supreme Court to grant review appeal, your allocatur

petition should squarely implicate at least one of those factors. What this

means, practically speaking, is that you'll need to take a step back from

the case and view it anew—while remaining mindful of basic waiver and

issue preservation principles—to consider how, for example, it implicates

a question of first impression or an issue of substantial importance. If you

have lived the case from its inception, investing considerable time and

effort, this can be easier said than done. By this point, you know you

were right, and the court below was obviously wrong, but such a merits

based approach will leave you unable to see the forest for the trees.

In fact, of all the mistakes, the most common—and the one most likely to

result in denial of review—is an allocatur petition that argues the merits of



the case, rather than answering the sole question the court is concerned

with: what are the special and important reasons for the court to exercise

its discretion and grant this appeal? If your focus is on the merits of your

case and why you were right and the lower court was wrong then you're

not answering the salient question; instead, you're inviting the court to

step in and conduct error review, which is traditionally not the function of

a court of last resort when exercising its discretionary appellate

jurisdiction.

So—returning to our earlier proposition that the advocacy at this stage

can be somewhat counterintuitive—you might find yourself in a position

where, in order to draft an effective allocatur petition, you have to locate

additional authority to bolster the very decision you will ultimately be

asking the Supreme Court to reverse.

By way of example, lets assume the Commonwealth Court issued an

opinion in your case that you believe conflicts with its prior precedent. If

the decision you wish to appeal is an unpublished memorandum opinion,

the most effective approach is not to simply cite the multitude of

ostensibly contravening published Commonwealth Court decisions.

Why? Because if a dozen precedential decisions, along with scores of

unpublished opinions, have articulated a legal principle correctly, the

erroneous nonprecedential decision in your case (although unsettling to

you) is unlikely to portend the type of unsettled legal landscape that

would justify discretionary review. If, however, the allocatur petition

identifies two divergent lines of precedent in the intermediate courts, or

even an emerging trend that shows a departure from precedent—albeit

in unpublished decisions—the court is more likely to recognize that the

issue on which appeal is being sought is not merely one of error review.

Similarly, if the grounds on which you are seeking review is that the issue

is one of first impression, the merits are unimportant. Instead, the focus

of the allocatur petition should be on firmly establishing that your case is

materially different from any other controlling decision. Again, delving



into the merits here can be counterproductive because if you are able to

effectively argue that the intermediate court ignored controlling

precedent that it was unmistakably bound to follow, it is unlikely that your

case is truly one of first impression.

The same holds true if the asserted basis for allocatur is that the question

is one of substantial public importance because such issues are seldom

clear-cut and generally involve a number of competing principles and

interests. Thus, neglecting to offer a robust exposition of the

countervailing views and considerations can weaken the argument that

the issue is truly of immense public significance.

But even if you successfully execute the above framework, there are

additional pitfalls that might prove fatal. The paramount themes

throughout Chapter 11 are brevity and clarity. For example, you are

required to present the court with a concise statement of the case and

concise statement of the reasons for appeal. Indeed, the "failure of a

petitioner to present with accuracy, brevity, and clearness whatever is

essential to a ready and adequate understanding of the points requiring

consideration will be sufficient reason for denying the petition." And this

makes sense for two reasons: the court does not have time to figure out

what you are trying to argue and the court needs to understand exactly

why at least one Rule 1114(b) factor is implicated without extraneous

detail.

Along those same lines, the question presented is particularly important

because the court is limited to answering only the question as presented.

In this light, it is worth spending effort to carefully articulate the question

so the court's review encompasses the question(s), and any issues fairly

subsumed within them, in their entirety. In fact, there are times when the

court will grant appeal based on the question as worded by counsel, only

to discover later that the question is imprecise, or does not capture the

heart of the issue, which forces the court to dismiss the appeal as

improvidently granted.



What should be clear by now is that an allocatur petition requires

uniquely focused and sometimes counterintuitive advocacy. And at the

center of it all is Rule 1114(b). Follow these rules and your case just might

be one of the approximately five percent heard by the justices in a given

year. Get bogged down in the merits of the case, and you'll have plenty

of unwelcome company.

Shohin Vance is an associate in Kleinbard's litigation department and is a

member of the government relations and political law groups. He can be

reached at svance@kleinbard.com.

Francis G. Notarianni is also an associate in the firm's litigation

department and is a member of the government relations and political

law groups. He can be reached at fnotarianni@kleinbard.com.
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
MIDDLE DISTRICT 

 
 
NEW PA PROJECT EDUCATION FUND, 
NAACP PENNSYLVANIA STATE 
CONFERENCE, COMMON CAUSE 
PENNSYLVANIA, LEAGUE OF WOMEN 
VOTERS OF PENNSYLVANIA, BLACK 
POLITICAL EMPOWERMENT PROJECT, 
POWER INTERFAITH, MAKE THE ROAD 
PENNSYLVANIA, ONE PA ACTIVISTS 
UNITED, CASA SAN JOSE, AND 
PITTSBURGH UNITED, 
 
   Petitioners 
 
 
  v. 
 
 
AL SCHMIDT, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY 
AS SECRETARY OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH, AND ALL 67 COUNTY 
BOARDS OF ELECTIONS (ADAMS 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; ARMSTRONG COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; BEAVER 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
BEDFORD COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; BERKS COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; BLAIR COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; BRADFORD COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; BUCKS COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; BUTLER 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
CAMBRIA COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; CAMERON COUNTY BOARD 
OF ELECTIONS; CARBON COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; CENTRE 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
CHESTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; CLARION COUNTY BOARD 
OF ELECTIONS; CLEARFIELD COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; CLINTON 
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: 
: 

No. 112 MM 2024 
 
 
 



 
[112 MM 2024] - 2 

COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
COLUMBIA COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; CRAWFORD COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; CUMBERLAND 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
DAUPHIN COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; DELAWARE COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; ELK COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; ERIE COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; FAYETTE 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
FOREST COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD 
OF ELECTIONS; FULTON COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; GREENE 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
HUNTINGDON COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; INDIANA COUNTY BOARD 
OF ELECTIONS; JEFFERSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; JUNIATA 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
LACKAWANNA COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; LANCASTER COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; LAWRENCE 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
LEBANON COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; LEHIGH COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; LUZERNE COUNTY BOARD 
OF ELECTIONS; LYCOMING COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; MCKEAN 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
MERCER COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; MIFFLIN COUNTY BOARD 
OF ELECTIONS; MONROE COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
MONTOUR COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; PERRY COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; PHILADELPHIA COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; PIKE COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; POTTER 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY BOARD OF 
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[112 MM 2024] - 3 

ELECTIONS; SNYDER COUNTY BOARD 
OF ELECTIONS; SOMERSET COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; SULLIVAN 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; TIOGA COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; UNION COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; VENANGO COUNTY BOARD 
OF ELECTIONS; WARREN COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS; WASHINGTON 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; WAYNE 
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS; 
WESTMORELAND COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS; WYOMING COUNTY BOARD 
OF ELECTIONS; AND YORK COUNTY 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS), 
 
   Respondents 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
 

ORDER 
 
 
PER CURIAM 

AND NOW, this 5th day of October, 2024, Petitioners’ Application for the Exercise 

of King’s Bench or Extraordinary Jurisdiction is hereby DENIED.  This Court will neither 

impose nor countenance substantial alterations to existing laws and procedures during 

the pendency of an ongoing election.  See Crookston v. Johnson, 841 F.3d 396, 398 (6th 

Cir. 2016) (“Call it what you will — laches, the Purcell[1] principle, or common sense — 

the idea is that courts will not disrupt imminent elections absent a powerful reason for 

doing so.”).2 

 
1 Purcell v. Gonzalez, 549 U.S. 1, 4-5 (2006) (per curiam) (“Court orders affecting 
elections, especially conflicting orders, can themselves result in voter confusion and 
consequent incentive to remain away from the polls.  As an election draws closer, that 
risk will increase.”). 
2 However, we will continue to exercise our appellate role with respect to lower court 
decisions that have already come before this Court in the ordinary course.  See, e.g., 
(continued…) 



 
[112 MM 2024] - 4 

The application of Republican National Committee and Republican Party of 

Pennsylvania to intervene is DISMISSED AS MOOT. 

Justice Brobson files a concurring statement in which Justice Mundy joins. 

Justice Donohue files a statement in support of denial in which Justice McCaffery 

joins. 

Chief Justice Todd files a dissenting statement. 

 
Genser v. Butler Cty. Bd. of Elections, 26 & 27 WAP 2024; Cntr. for Coalfield Justice v. 
Washington Cty. Bd. of Elections, 28 WAP 2024. 
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